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CONGRESS
MOST IA

SESS
Nicaragua Ca
Sure to Con
Up in Senate

Hawaii Likely
Develop a H(

Fight.
Both Houses

President's
Bills to I

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4..The
closing session of the Fiftj
American victory carry in

Legislature must solve.
But though many questions u

this session, which expires by lim
being accomplished beyond the pa
for the increase of the regular arn
meei ine oongauons imposea upon
bly the enactment of a law to give i
Islands.

Nicaragua C<
This covers all the important

pect to see enacted at this sessio
leaders that no attempt should
acquired by the war with Spain a

There are earnest advocates o

secure it passage now, and thoy a
of the measures like the pooling b
friends, will be allowed to inte:
deemed absolutely necessary to

The leaders at both ends of tt
work of the session 's to be ente
sion. With this purpose in view
at both ends of the Capitol and p

Will Shut 0
Two sub-committees of the Ar

at work for a week. The deflcl
the army and navy during the sis
to be submitted to the full comu
uoiumDia appropriation Din will b

It is necessary that the form
which this year is to be shorter
through the House and into the

The Democrats of the House
believed they, will seek to obstru
tenance of the army now in the

Should thpre be a disposition
duct of the war upon this bill, i
will be invoked to bring in an or

Eager for thi
Intense interest is manifested

mitted to Congress to-morrow, 01
questions it will have to deal wit
say, has been listened to with tb
of President McKinley's messnge

The reading of the message
order after Speaker Reed calls tt
roll to determine the presence 01
as the members are arriving by
thronged.

A quorum having been deveb
the President and the Senate t
to businessPending the arrival of the P
nn vacancies caused Dy deatlis <

after the reading of the messag
respect to the memory of Messrs.
died during the recess.

To Work by 1
On Tuesday, or "Wednesday at

Chairman Cannon will have the
tion of the House to the exclusio

Senators W;
Senators express a determinat

in the beginning, with the hope o

and they are counting upon taki
for the purpose of preventing an
the national budget.

It is expected that the Arm;
week, the understanding at the
will dispose of it within a very 1

The Committee on Appropria
of having it passed quickly and
connected with the war.

Work on He
The first day's session will be

sage, and there is great interest
President's recommendations. Af
jouru until the next day. All plai
promulgation of this document an
nf mpfimirAc to ho intrnrhioorl

It is impossible to say what
the message, but it is probable t
indicated by the message, and al
many measures which have beei
employment, if the Senate Is dis

Must Disci
During the closing days of the

tention to call up the Nicurauga c;

He unquestionably will redeem th
portunity but for the possibility
Government undertake the entire

All the indications are that th
jects under consider ation during

Opposition Is developing to th
in and for which early considera
tingent in the Senate opposed t
of the apprehension that they m
sideration of the subject will be a

While it is quite too early t
dications of a disposition on the
to routine measures and the a]
the close of the session should de
pursued.

; TODAY;
IMPORTANT
ION IN YEARS.
nal |big matters for §
ie | congress to settle*

$ Regular Money Budgets. *

| Army and Navy Defi- J j
T n'tt

i ciency dm. t

to t Increase of the Regular ii
, | Army. *

-H- j Disposition of Hawaii. *

J Nicaragua Canal. i
jltfr.fr.fr.fr ifrifrifrifrifr ifrifrifr ifrifr ifrifrifrifrifr «fr'frtfr«frrfr

Eagerly Await the
Message.Routine
lave First Call.
curtain will ring up to-morrow at noon upon the

-fifth Congress. The war and the fruits of the
their wake many problems which the National

nay press for solution, the brief space covered by
itatiou March 4, precludes the possibility of much
ssage of the regular money budgets, the legislation
ly which the Administration deems necessary to
the country by the result of the war, and probatpermanent territorial government to the Hawaiian

inal May Be Exception.
legislation which the Congressional leaders exn.It is almost the unanimous sentiment of the

be made to legislate concerning the possessions
t this session.
f the Nicaraguan Canal bill who will strive to
lay possibly be successful; but neither it nor any
ill, anti-scalpers bill, etc., which have strong
rfere with the bills the passage of which is
prevent an extra session,

le Capitol have put their heads together and the
red upon with the idea of avoiding an extra ses

the appropriation bills are to be given the road
ressed through with all possible haste.

ff Debate on the War.
propria tions Committee of the House have been
enc.v bill, to meet the extraordinarv exnense* of
months from January 1, 1898, to July 1, is ready

littee to-morrow, and the regular District of
e ready by the end of the week,
er should become a law before the holiday recess,
than usual, and Chairman Cannon hopes to see it
: Senate before the end of the present week,
have not disclosed their position, but it is not
ct an appropriation bill necessary for the mainfield.i

to open up and prolong a debate upon the contis safe to assume that the Committee on ltules
der to close debate.

e President's Message.
in the President's message, which will be subaaccount of the great importance of the' many

th. No Presidential message in years, it is safe to
ie eagerness and interest with which the reading
will b e heard,

ill occupy probably two hours. The first thing »n
ie House to order to-morrow will be a call of the
f a quorum. Concerning this there is little doubt,
every train and the hotel lobbies are nlrenrlr

oped committees will be appointed to wait upon
o inform them that the House is ready to proceed

resident's message several new members elected to
or resignations will be sworn in, and Immediately
e is completed the House will adjourn out of
Love, of Mississippi, and Northway, of Ohio, who

ruesday or Wednesday,
the latest, the House will plunge into its work.
Deficiency bill ready, and it will occupy the attennof everything else for the remainder of the week.

ant No Extra Session.
ion to take up the work of the session vigorously
if having it well advanced before the holidays,
ng up the appropriation bills at a very early date
extra session, due to any failure on the part of

y Deficiency bill will reach the Senate the present
north end of the Capitol being that the House
few days after assembling.
tions will bring it in early for the double purpose
of testing the felling of Senators on questions

ind if Senate Is Ready.
given up almost entirely to t.he President's mesmanifestedin hearing the minutest details of the
ter the reading of the message, the Senate will adisfor legislation of general scope will wait the
d, as a consequence, one hears far less than usualosq
matters will occupy the week after the disposal of

hat some speeches may be delivered upon the policy
so that the calendar may be taken up. There are
i reported, and there will be no difficulty to find
sposed to settle to routine so early in the session.

uss Canal in Senate.
last session Senator Morgan gave notice of his inanalbill at the beginning of the present session,

lis promise and would doubtless seek the tirst opofchange of sentiment in favor of having the
; responsibility of building the canal,
lis question will be one of the most prominent subthesession.
e bill which the Hawaiian mm mission wilt T\rin«,,

tion will be asked. There Is a considerable conoconstituting the islands into a Territory because
ay be converted into a State and deliberate conisked.
0 reach a definite conclusion there are decided In1part of the Senate to confine the session's work
ppropriation bills, and It need surprise no one if
monstrate that this general policy had been
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Home Life and Po
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Diuiuuigs v_><nui

Rogers-Peet
Work for the Fire F

Two Hundred
Broadway Pa

Explosion Started thf
and Others Caus
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Greatest Are in New York occurred
street; 650 liaildiiigs burned; loss $20,01

Highest Are in New Yorlt, on Decemb
Aoors of Home Life Insurance Compai

Fire burned 150 feet above the sidew
firemen.

Flames ascended the spire of buildin
burning through alleged Areproof floor?

Chief Bonner's estimate of loss in lat

THE! most spectacular of the res New Yc
that which destroyed the building at tl
and Warren streets, occupied by Rogers

The flames also attacked the Home Life Ii

building adjoining and the building of the U

pany at No. 261 Broadway, directly across th
The damage to the Home Life Insurance I

structure, was very great.
The structure in which the fire started.4

Co..blazed like a mountainous tar barrel. T

ing the rain along at the rate of sixty miles a

insurance structure and a big air shaft run

made a perfect chimney for the smoke and sj
Windows on the nort h side of the Home

the lire which entered at the seventh floor an

ing all the intervening L'oors.

Biggest Sky Scraper
It was one of the first important fires tha

contend against in the upper part of a moderi
been assumed that in the Home Life building
floor to another, owing to the fireproofing ar

lighted at once from a source that had not b

neighboring building.
It was a ticklish situation for the firemen

enth floor, high above the s dewalk.a spot wh
to reach.and all their energies were needed
ready in full blast.

From the Home Life Building the flames
Postal Telegraph Company next door, and t
The telegraph operators were driven out in a

rience four months ago, when there was a fire
T"v t , <
discovery 01 ine

The fire was noticed first at 9:50 p. m. bj
who heard two explosions at the base of the
the aWrren street side, fifty feet from Broads
under the sidewalk. The next moment the er

a mass of flams.
The alarm was barely turned in when t

came from every window, the roof burned
up the side of the big Home Life Building, 1

ing East wind sent the sparks and the flam<
floors and the furniture.

It was an ordeal for two fireproof buildii
quarters was of the old-fashioned fireproof
that there was no hope of saving anything,
save the Home Insurance and otjier nearby

The whole street was a furnace. Sparks i

and set fire to the United States Life Insur
261 Broadway, the ground floor of which is oi

tourist agents. As fast as one blazing windo
caught.

v Terrific Heat in ti
In Warren street the heat was terrific,

singed and burned, and buried in sparks,
with engines, hose carts, water towers and
heroically against what looked like fearful <

The Rogers & Peet Building was the targ
as the only hope of saving the Home Life s

fire in the other place burn as slowly as poss
out. It had to burn out.

It was not possible for a long time to <

separate fires which had started in the Horr
get the hose to the upper stories, and whei
of fighting flame in a dozen places at once.

Not Under Control
At midnight the fire in the Home Insura

trol. Parts of burning floors had fallen thn
whole building was deluged with water.

"The water is being pumped all right up
ner, "and we are fighting hard, but I will not

There was some fear that the huge orna
Iv* +T4- 1 J T-

X.CLXI iutu HiC C3 H CC U» X C 11CLVJ. UCCU 1UUSCUCU UJ
Chief Bonner was alarmed at the dange

gun store in Warren street. Fortunately a f
prevented the fire from reaching them. Th
third floor and wall of the Rogers, Peet bull

The fire officials thought that the explosic
by accumulations of illuminating gas.

FEAS1
kPERS-
VER F
stal Telegraph
from the
Store.

|"iorhtprs Nparlv'
V-/ A ^ W 1

Feet from
vement.

; Conflagration,
ed Volcanic
Sparks.
December 16-17, in Pearl

)0,000.
er 4, 1S»8, destroyed tipper
ly, Wo. .~>D Broadway.
alk; conld not be reached by

g' 250 feet from the ground,
i.

night's Are, $1,000,000.

irk has seen for a long- time was

le southwest corner of Broadway
i, Peet & Co., last night,
nsurance Company's sky-scraping
nited States Life Insurance Comestreet.
Suilding, which Is a thirteen-story

that occupied by Rogers, Peet %
he flames, fanned by a gaJe drivnhour, licked the sides of the tall
ning up the side of the building
>arks.
Life Building were embraced by
d travelled to the eleventh, ignitFire

Yet.
t New York firemen have had to
i fire proofed sky scraper. It had
r a fire could not travel from one

rangements. But five floors were

>een looked upon as dangerous.a

to battle with a blaze cn the elevlch,at the least, was hard enough
to cope with two other fires alpassed

to the big structure of the
he top floor was quickly ablaze,
panic.a repetition of their expe!in the Home Life Building Itself.

Blaze.
r Policemen Everett and O'Brien,
Rogers, Peet & Co. Building, on

way. They thought a boiler burst
itire front of the building became

he whole place was alight. Fire
through and the blaze climbed

which towered above. The howl38into the windows, igniting the

igs, for the Rogers & Peet headstyle.Yet it burned so fiercely
All the firemen could do was to
structures.
ind flames leaped across the road
ance Company's building at No.
ccupied by Thomas Cook % Sons,
w sash was extinguished another

le Streets.
Firemen who worked there were
Fire alarms had filled Boadway
insurance salvage men, working
jdds.
et for the bombardment of water,
tructure consisted in making the
sible. It Vras impossible to put It

lo much toward putting out the
le Life Building. It took time tc
i they were there it was a case

Midnight.
nee Building was not under con)ughupon the floors belcw. The

to the top floor," said Chief Bonsaythat we have won the fight."
mental cornice on the roof would
/ the flames.
r from a stock of explosives in a

ailing wall made a barricade and
Is was at 11:10 o'clock, when the^
ding collapsed.
ms, if there were any, were caused

t
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The Horn© L_if
The spectacular features of tl

contrasts in high light and deep si
of the reality in the blaze of last nij

FIRE IN THE BIG
BUILDINGS NEAR BY.

Terrific Struggle to Save the United
States Life Insurance

Offices.
The entire front of the United States

Life Insurance Company's building, at No.
261 Broadway, seemed to catch tire at once.
Six lines of hose were dragged into the
building by firemen, who forced open office]
doors and poured the water into the burningrooms. They managed to check the
fire in the building, and finally succeeded
in making their way to the escapes, where
they were able to direct the hose on the
burning Rogers, Peet & Co. building.
The Home Life building caught fire by

easy stages. At about a quarter to 11
o'clock all the windows on the north side
were ablaze. It is a steel structure, and is1
one of the first of its kind to be put to
such a test of tire. The flames spread
through the building on the twelfth floor,
and the sparks poured down in a thick
shower to the bottom of the elevator shaft.
The firemen were sent up into the buildingwith three lines of hose, which they

stretched to the upper floors, but by 11:03
~ Vio/1 rnnrlo frTPilt hPflflwilV

and the firemen seemed absolutely unable
to conquer it.
The waves of flame beating against the

northern wall of the Home Life buildiug
overflowed through the windows at every
point. The firemen had devoted their utmostefforts to prevent this. The flames
beat the hosemen hack for a time.
The rear of the building was a roaring

furnace from the seventh story to the top.
Hidden from View.

The flames worked their way forward,
but the view from Broadway gave no indicationfor a long time of the extent of
the destruction in the upper floors of this
building.
The twelfth floor showed flames behind

five windows at 11 o'clock. Half" an hour
later the fourteenth floor windows shot
forth flames.
The Postal building's topmost flobr was

now ablaze in the rear, too.
Half an hour later, the firemen, being

still at work 011 the lower floors of the
Home Life Building, the janitor .and four
firemen attempted to ascend in one of the
elevators.

Elevator Drops.
1 The machinery had oily lifted them a

few feet from the ground when something
far aloft gave way. They fell back, but
no one of the five was hurt.
Xhe firemen said that the Rogers, Peet

++++++ »
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le fire were remarkable, and seldom hat
aadow. Even the above striking pictui
rht.

building was a complete wreck before the
first of them came splashing up through
the mud puddles. The Broadway cable
line has for some weeks left a gully about
four feet deep in the street in front of
the Rogers, Peet building. It made the
manipulation of the engines exceedingly
difficult.
As the whole interior of the building becamethoroughly saturated with the blaze

the flames burst out through the windows
on the Warren street side in great puffs
of red and yellow that made the electric
lights in City Hall Park seem pale by comparison

Hofth Wall Falls.
Through the blazing roof letters and papersf the offices in the building were

carried t o into the wild, dripping night.
The crowd of thousands of people which
stood under umbrellas in the park hadbeguuto disperse under the idea that the
fire, was over when the group of firemen
nearest to the Warren street wail suddenly
let go the hose nozzle and ran back, leavingthe hose to sputter on the ground, t or
a moment people wondered at the cause oi
their action, but only for a moment.
With a slow, prolonged crackle and crunch

the north wall fell in a heap of blazing
ashes that simmered and sizzled in Warren
street.
Acting Chief Perley, of Truck No. 1, was

closest to the wall when it fell. In his
flight his foot slipped in a wet gutter and
he dropped to the pavement. Nobody saw
him again until after the wall was down.
His comrades thought that he was buried
under the ruins, but Perley emerged smilinglyfrom the gutter and said, "I am all
right, boys; go back and fight the fire."

Cable Cars blocked.
Long lines of cable cars, packed with

people, were blockaded along Broadway.
Many who were not passengers added to
the jam of the cars in their efforts to seek
a place of shelter from the downpour of
rain.
The sixth floor of the Postal Telegraph

Building was wrecked by flames, following
a terrific explosion, which shook the buildingfrom foundation to roof, at about 2
o'clock on July 4. There were two distinct
reports.
The explosion was in the office occupied

by the Whitehead & Hoag ManufacturingCompany, on the sixth floor, in the extremewestern end of the building, where
there v\ as stored a large quantity of buttons,collars, cuffs and other articles made
of celluloid.
The offices on the sixth floor of the PostalBuilding were practically destroyed by

that fire. The total loss to the tenants was

/
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>m Park Row.
re artists witnessed more wonderful
-e but weakly conveys an impression

about $50,000 by fire and water and many
near-by buildings were also damaged.

CROWDS ll THE PARK
VIEW THE SPECTACLE.

If it had been arranged as a spectacle,
nothing could have been more complete,
save for the weather. City Hall Park was
a generous proscenium. At first the onlookerswere content to cluster in the Mall,
directly opposite the doomed store. Then,
finding themselves inconveniently cramped,
they spilled over the wire fence Into the
lawn flanking it on the gouth.
For once a New York multitude shed Its

inbred fear of officialdom. Last Summer's
grass and this Winter's snow were cheerfullytrodden into a soil until, with the
rain, they formed a sticky quagmire ankle
deep. But no one paid any attention to
creature discomforts while so brave a sight
could be watched without interference. >

It was not a sight to tire of easily, for
the interest was wondrously sustained.
The earliest comers were fortunate in seeingthe progress of the Rogers-I'eet blaze,
which was so swift and absolute that in
itself it would have been well worth a wet1ting to follow to the end.
There was nothing subtle or problematical

about the Itogers-Peet end of the spectacle.It was a mere question of a comparatively
small bhilding, stuffed from cellar lo roof
with rich fire food, flaring up in grand combustion,while a fierce and capricious wind
ashed great bunches of flame into eddies
and whirlpools of crimson. The streams of
water that curved toward the furnace and
were lost in a swirl of steam and smoke bic
forp they reached it gave the impressionof toy hose directed by children at play.

Was a Satisfying View.
It was a satisfying view one got from

the quagmire. One looked through tlio
empty window gaps into a writhing muss
of flame, against which the metal rafters
of the various floors stood out a black lultickwork. But it was the north side.the
Warren street side.of the building taut
riveted all attention at that time. It was
from there that the outcrop of flames was
largest and most restless.

It was noticed that three or four streams
of water were turned upon the side of the
building across the street.the square, red
brick building with the gilded sign of the
United States Insurance Company 011 the
third floor. Up and down and across the
water flared 'on windows and walls, and
so heated were they that clouds of steam
drifted from them and mingled with the
smoke of the flre.
Over every window of that building was

a gayly striped awning of canvas. They
fluttered, these awnings. In the draught
from the burning fruilding, and drooped


